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EDITORIAL NOTE: The publication date of this Bulletin has been 
advanced to late in the month in order to complete an analysis of Census 
Bureau data concerning educational attainment and ee gee birth 


rates of American women, which have just been publish 


These data 


have never before been gathered in the long history of the Bureau of 


the Census. 


Differences in Birth Rates 


I. Education Groups 


There have been many scientific 
studies of differences in birth 
rates among education groups with- 
in the Nation, but all of the 
studies have been samples com- 
pared with the studies which the 
1940 census has now made 
sible. 

In the first part of this Bulletin 
we shall present an analysis of the 
differences in birth rates among 
education groups. In the second 
part we shall present a_ similar 
analysis concerning the differences 
in birth rates among economic 
groups. Most students of popula- 
tion believe that these differences 
in birth rates are the most serious 
population problems which the 
Nation must face, and are the 
sources of many economic, social, 
and health problems. 

The 1940 census data show that 
native white women aged 45-49 
years who had 4 years or more of 
college education had given birth 
to slightly less than 114 children 
per woman, and that they had 


pos- 


failed to replace by 45%. These 
data also show that native white 
women in the same age group who 
had been graduated from high 
school had given birth to 134 chil- 
dren per woman, and had failed to 
replace by 21%. In contrast, native 
white women in that age group who 


had completed only 1 to 4 years of 
grade school had given birth to 
41 children, and had over-replaced 
by 95%. 


The above data are for women 
with completed families who had 
most of their children about 15 to 
25 years before 1940, and whose 
children are now young men and 
young women. But if we turn to 
women aged 30-34 years who had 
not completed their families in 
1940, and whose children are about 
5 to 20 years of age in 1945, we 
shall find that the differences in 
birth rates among education groups 
have grown even larger. For exam- 
ple, women in this younger age 
group who had completed 4 years 
or more of college had only seven- 
tenths of one child per woman; 
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women who had been graduated 
irom high school had one and two- 
tenths children per woman, but 
women who had completed only 
1 to 4 years of grade school had 
more than three children per 
woman. 


In other words, during the 15 
years that separate these two 
age groups, the birth rates of 
women who had been graduated 
from high school and college had 
lost ground to the birth rate of 
women who had completed only 
1 to 4 years of grade school. We 
naturally expect to find lower 
birth rates among women aged 
30-34 years than among women 
aged 45-49 years in all education 
groups, not only because the wom- 
en are younger but also because 
there had been a decrease in the 
birth rate among all women in the 
Nation. But the decrease in the 
birth rate of women who had com- 
pleted 1 to 4 years of grade school 
was 30%, the decrease in the birth 
rate of women who had been grad- 
uated from high school was 34%, 
and the decrease in the birth rate 
for women who had completed 4 
years or more of college was 43%. 


If we examine Table II we shall 
find that the birth rate of women 
who had completed 4 years or more 
of college lost ground to the birth 
rate of women who had completed 
1 to 3 years of college, and the 
birth rate of these women lost 
ground to women who had been 
graduated from high school, and 
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in turn these high school grad- @ 


uates lost ground to every educa- 
tion group under them, except to 
women who had completed no 
years of grade school, which is a 
small group many of whom no 
doubt are in feeble-minded institu- 
tions. However, notwithstanding 
the handicap of such institutions to 
reproduction, the birth rate of 
women who had completed no 
years of grade school was three 
times as high as that of college 
graduates and nearly twice as high 
as that of high school graduates in 
the 30-34 year age group. 


There seems to be no relief in 
sight for the differences in birth 
rates among education groups. If 
we examine the birth rates for edu- 
cation groups who were 25-29 
years of age in 1940, we find that 
the birth rates for high school grad- 
uates and college women lost still 
more ground to the birth rates of 
lower education groups, and in the 
20-24 year age group the same trend 
continued. 


By far the largest education 
groups in the age group 20-24 years 
are the 7th and 8th graders, the | 
to 3 years of high school, and the 
high school graduates. If we com- 
pare the birth rates of these three 
education groups in the 20-24 year 
age group and in the 30-34 year 
age group, we find that the high 
school graduates’ birth rate was 
76% lower in the younger age 
group, compared with 62% lower 


for women who completed 1 to 3@ 
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years of high school, and 63% 
lower for women who completed 
only the 7th and 8th grades. 

To illustrate how the birth rate 
of women who had been graduated 
from high school continuously lost 
ground on the birth rate of 7th 
and 8th graders, we might go back 
to the age group 45-49 years and 
follow it down to the age group 
20-24 years. In the 45-49 year age 
group the birth rate of women who 
had completed the 7th and 8th 
grades was 59% higher than the 
birth rate of women who had been 
graduated from high school; in the 
40-44 year age group it was 62% 
higher; in the 35-39 year age group 
it was 70% higher; in the 30-34 year 
age group it was 75% higher; in the 
25-29 year age group it was 92% 
higher, and in the 20-24 year age 
group it was 168% higher. 


If we compare the high school 
graduates’ birth rate with the birth 
rate of 5th and 6th graders, we 
find a similar trend and a much 
higher difference in birth rates. In 
the 45-49 year age group the birth 
rate of the 5th and 6th graders 
was 114%, higher than the birth 
rate of high school graduates; in 
the age group 20-24 years, it was 
268%, higher. 


We have not considered the birth 
rate of college women in connec- 
tion with the birth rate of grade 
school women in the age groups 
20-24 and 25-29 years, but it may 
be of interest to compare total 


@ number of children born to women 
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who conipieted 4 years or more of 
college with the total number of 
children born to women who com- 
pleted only 5 and 6 years of grade 
school. There were 84,887 children 
born to 403,900 college graduates 
compared with 471,007 children 
born to 372,420 women who had 
completed only 5 and 6 years of 
grade school. These figures are 
for women in the 20-29 year age 
group who reported school year 
completed and number of children. 
Thus it appears that the birth rate 
for 5th and 6th graders in the age 
group 20-29 years is six times as 
high as that of women who com- 
pleted 4 years or more of college. 


The reader should be cautioned 
that the larger differences in birth 
rates among education groups in 
the 30-34 and younger age groups 
than in the 45-49 age group is not 
conclusive evidence that the differ- 
ential birth rate is becoming more 
extreme in recent years. No doubt 
higher education groups have a 
larger proportion of their children 
after the age of 25 or 30 than the 
lower education groups, and this 
probably is true after the age of 
35, although we do not have com- 
prehensive studies to prove it. How- 
ever, if we turn to the birth rates 
of women with completed families 
in the age groups from 45-49 to 
65-74, there is a suggestion that the 
differences in birth rates among 
education groups were getting more 
cxtreme at least 75 years ago. Be- 
tween the age groups 65-74 and 
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TABLE Il @ 


Percentage Difference between Number of Children per Native White 
Woman Aged 15-49 Years and Native White Woman Aged 30-34 Years, in 
Education Groups in 1940. Total Women, Except Ever Married Not Re- 
porting on Children, and Except Less than 1% of Women Not Reporting 
School Years Completed. 


Years of Women Aged 45-49 Women Aged 30-34 Difference in 
School Years in 1940 Years in 1940 Number of 
Completed Children per 
Number Children Number Children Woman, 45-49 
of per of per and 30-34 
Women Woman Women Woman Percentage 
(Grade School) 
No years e 31.720 3.95 25,820 2.23 — 44% 
I to 4 years aca 1S 440 4.33 103,100 3.03 — NY 
5 and 6 years 270,960 3.74 229,020 2.72 — 27% 
7 and 8 years.......... 1.038.220 2.78 1,090,400 2.04 — 27% 
‘High School) 
{ to 3 years eke: 455,440 2.37 846,760 1.69 — 29% 
ee $17,260 1.75 923,400 1.16 — 34%, 
(College) 
tt & yeors............... 184.000 1.71 363,160 1.05 — 3% 
4 years or more 112,540 1.23 228,800 70 — 438% 


TABLE IV @ 


Percentage Difference between Number of Children per Native White 
Woman Aged 45-49 Years and Native White Woman Aged 30-34 Years, 
in Economic Groups in 1940. 


Monthly Rental Women Aged 45-49 Women Aged 30-34 Percentage 

Value of Home Years in 1940 Years in 1940 Difference 

in Number 

Number Children Number Children of Children 

of per of per per Woman, 

Women Woman Women Woman 45-49 & 30-34 

Under $5 177.140 1.50 296,260 3.00 — 33%, 
$5 to $9 272,560 3.93 418,120 2.53 — 36%, 
$10 to $14 277,820 3.31 413,300 2.12 — 36% 
$15 to $19 219.080 2.93 399,120 1.88 — 36% 
$20 to $29 168,260 2.52 730,640 151 — 40% 
$30 to $39 ; 369,000 2.15 539,080 1.21 — 44%, 
$40 to $49 235,480 1.90 317,080 1.06 — 44% 
$50 to $74 , 286,580 1.75 $22,220 1.02 — 42% 
$75 to $99 84,880 1.71 76,860 1.05 — 39% 
$100 or more... 91,920 1.85 63,010 1.20 — 35% 
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O51, the birth rate of women with 





1-4 years of grade school decreased 
only 3%; the rate for 5 and 6 
graders decreased 4.7%; the rate for 
7 and 8 graders decreased 9.3%; 
the rate for women with from 1-3 
years of high school decreased 
5.8%; the rate for high school 
graduates decreased 11.5%; the rate 
for women with 1-3 years of college 
decreased 12.5%, and the birth rate 
for women with 4 or more years 
of college decreased 17.9%. 


II. Economic Groups 

One might analyze the Census 
Bureau data concerning economic 
groups in much the same way as 
we have done with the Census data 
concerning education groups, and 
find similar results, as a comparison 
of Table III with Table I, and 
Table IV with Table II might sug- 
gest. Native white women aged 
45-49 years with homes of less than 
$5 per month rental value had 414 
children per woman, while women 
in the same age group whose 
homes ranged from $50 to $99 per 
month rental value had 134 chil- 
dren per woman. 

If we divide all native white 
women aged 45-49 years into three 
nearly equal groups, we find that 
the third whose homes ranged from 
under $5 to $14 monthly rental 
value had more than twice as many 
children per woman as women in 
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the same age group whose homes 
ranged from $40 to $100 or more 
monthly rental value. In_ other 
words, the lowest economic third 
of our families had over-replaced 
by 76%, while the highest economic 
third under-replaced by 19%. And 
if we turn to Table IV we shall 
find that this difference in replace- 
ment became even larger in the 
case of younger women aged 30-34 
years. The birth rate of only one 
group in the higher economic third 
held its ground between the two 
age group periods, and it is of 
interest to note that this was the 
highest economic group, the month- 
ly rental value of whose homes 
was $100 or more. Yet this wealthy 
group is relatively small, and even 
though it held its own, its birth 
rate per woman aged 30-34 years 
was only about half as high as 
that of the lowest economic third. 


The economic groups that lost 
the most ground in their birth 
rates compose what might be called 
the great middle class, namely, 
families the monthly rental valuc 
of whose homes ranged from $20 
to $74. And it is the middle group 
in this general group, families the 
monthly rental value of whose 
homes ranged from $30 to $49 who 
lost the most ground in their birth 
rates. 

Guy Irvine Burcu, 
Editor 
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